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What is the Microsoft Innovative Education Forum (IEF)? 
Is this the first Innovative Education Forum in the United States? 
Where and when is the U.S. Innovative Education Forum? 
How can I apply to the U.S. Innovative Education Forum?
What is the difference between applying as an educator versus as a school? 
Can I apply to the Innovative Education Forum if I have attended one previously?
How are applicants to the U.S. Innovative Education Forum selected?
How do I know if my project has a chance at being selected for the U.S. IEF? 
When will selected educators be notified?
If I am invited to attend, will travel costs be covered by Microsoft?
How can I find out more about the Worldwide Innovative Education Forum event? 
Whom should I contact if I have more questions?



[bookmark: B1_question]Q. 	What is the Microsoft U.S. Innovative Education Forum (IEF)?
A. 	One of a series of regional forums taking place around the world, the seventh annual U.S. Innovative Education Forum is designed to:
Promote the sharing of exceptional practices of 21st-century learning that incorporate Microsoft technology in the classroom and school.
Recognize and celebrate leading educators and innovative schools in the United States.
Engage educators intellectually and offer opportunities for them to collaborate and learn from peers across the country.
Sponsored by Microsoft, the U.S. Innovative Education Forum will specifically recognize and reward educators for their innovative efforts focused on student learning and will serve as a professional learning experience for participants.
At least one U.S. IEF participant will be selected to represent the United States at the Microsoft Worldwide Innovative Education Forum in Washington, D.C., in November 2011.
To learn more about the 2011 Innovative Education Forum and to find out how to apply, please visit the U.S. Partners in Learning Network at http://us.partnersinlearningnetwork.com/ and join the 2011 U.S. Innovative Education Forum community. 
[bookmark: B2_question]Q. 	Is this the first Innovative Education Forum in the United States?
A.	This will be the seventh U.S. Innovative Education Forum. The forum was introduced in 2005 and is an annual event worldwide. Last year’s worldwide forum included 500 educators chosen from     200,000 applicants.
[bookmark: B3_question]Q. 	Where and when is the U.S. Innovative Education Forum?
A.	The U.S. Innovative Education Forum is a two-day event on July 28–29, 2011. The forum will be held in Redmond, Washington, on the Microsoft main campus.
[bookmark: B4_question]Q. 	How can I apply to the U.S. Innovative Education Forum?
A.	All information and requirements can be found at www.microsoft.com/education/USIEF and on the Partners in Learning Network.
Attendees of the U.S. Innovative Education Forum will be selected through an application process. To learn more about the process, ask questions, and to submit your application, visit the Partners in Learning Network at http://us.partnersinlearningnetwork.com/ and join the 2011 U.S. Innovative Education Forum community. Note that you must click Join Now to participate in this community.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis up to midnight Pacific Time, on April 1, 2011, to be considered. The deadline to apply is May 15, 2011. However, applications received by April 1, 2011, are eligible for an early-decision round and will receive the Bing Classroom Pack of two posters plus Bing magnetic poetry for your whiteboard. 


[bookmark: B5_question]Q. 	What is the difference between applying as an educator versus as a school?
A.  	This year, for the first time, we will be recognizing innovative schools in addition to innovative educators. Participants will be evaluated in their respective categories. We are seeking to highlight examples of innovative practices in education that showcase educators and their classroom practices along with ways in which technology has positively impacted the school community more broadly.
[bookmark: B6_question]Q. 	Can I apply to the Innovative Education Forum if I have attended one previously?
A.	Yes. We invite you to apply to this year’s forum, even if you have attended a past forum. However, we ask that you first get a fellow educator who has not previously participated to apply. Note the name of this person in your application.
[bookmark: B7_question]Q. 	How are applicants to the U.S. Innovative Education Forum selected?

A.	A panel made up of Microsoft Partners in Learning staff and external education leaders will select the educators and schools who are invited to attend the forum. These applications will be evaluated in their respective categories. Applicants will be selected from applications submitted to the 2011 U.S. Innovative Education Forum community on the U.S. Partners in Learning Network.
Each application will be reviewed based on:
1. Expression of learning philosophy or learning goals for the project.
2. Illustration of how Microsoft technology or technologies support the project.
3. Submission of complete application, including student work which illustrates the use of technology as part of the learning process.
4. Examples of student achievement connected to the team's projects (this does not necessarily mean test scores).
[bookmark: B8_question]Q. 	How do I know if my project has a chance at being selected for the U.S. IEF?
A.	All projects will be evaluated on an equal basis based on the application content. If you would like to see projects from last year’s participants, see the presentations on the Microsoft edu YouTube channel. You can look at last year’s applications in 2010 U.S. Innovative Education Forum community to get a sense of the types of projects being considered. Or, if you have specific questions, please send us an email at: usief@microsoft.com.
[bookmark: B9_question]Q. 	When will selected educators be notified?
A.	Applications to the U.S. Innovative Education Forum must be submitted to the Partners in Learning Network community no later than midnight Pacific Time on April 1, 2011, for first round consideration, or on May 15, 2011, for second round consideration. Applicants meeting the April 1 deadline will be notified by April 15, and all other applicants will be notified no later than June 1, 2011. 


[bookmark: B10_question]Q. 	If I am invited to attend, will travel costs be covered by Microsoft?
A.	Yes. The U.S. Innovative Education Forum is meant to recognize and reward the outstanding efforts of schools and educators and therefore is fully supported by Microsoft. Microsoft will pay certain travel costs for participating educators. These travel costs include: round-trip coach airfare, hotel rooms during the forum (room fee and tax only), ground transportation to and from airports, and meals during the forum. Incidental travel costs not listed here will not be covered.
[bookmark: B11_question]Q. 	How can I find out more about the Worldwide Innovative Education Forum event?
A.	Go the Microsoft Partners in Learning YouTube channel for interviews with past participants and to learn more about last year’s event in South Africa.
[bookmark: B12_question]Q. 	Whom should I contact if I have more questions?
A.	If you have additional questions about the forum or about your application, please send email to usief@microsoft.com. 
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